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SABI NEWS

TRAINING COURSES
Monkton Wyld Court
Dorset
Two Day Residential Course
in September
Date to be Arranged

Courses content includes scythe use, haymaking and
grassland management. B and B on site.
Tutor: Simon Fairlie
For more info go to:
www.thescytheshop.co.uk/courses.html
or email scythes@myphone.coop

Community Haystacks
Walthamstow Marshes
Waterworks Centre off Lea
Bridge Road.
Scything Workshop for Beginners
Tuesday 18th June 2019
Refresher Scything Workshop
Tuesday 25th June 2019

International Peening Day

International Peening Day this year was on Sunday
7th April this year.

Alas by the time you read this International peening
day will have passed. Fortunately Richard Brown the
organiser and host has written a postscript of the
event which you can find on page 14

The courses will run from 10am 1pm. Costs £25
(concession £15). Book a place here:

Skyegrove, Herodsfoot
Cornwall
Beginners scything course
18th May and 13th Jul 2019
Improvers scything course
7th September 2019
Course tutor Kevin Austin
Both courses cost £65 and include lunch. Alternatively,
if you prefer, we can come to your land to deliver the
course for a group of students (6 max) the cost is £200
For further info go to: www.skyegrove.co.uk
email: kevin@skyegrove.co.uk
or Phone: Kevin Austin 07943 653825

Cotwold Rural Skills
Beginners Scything Course
Saturday 10th August 2019
with Chris Riley
Information: https://www.cotswoldsruralskills.org.uk/
events/view/722/introductiontoscything
Bookings: https://www.cotswoldsruralskills.org.uk/
events/register/722
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Wimpole Scything Course

COURSE DIRECTORY

The scything course will be held on
the weekend of the Scything
competitions on 22nd and 23rd June
2019

Teachers marked with an asterisk usually have scythes for sale.
For courses on the English Scythe see Mark Allery.

Northern England
Steve Tomlin*

stevetomlin8@gmail.com
SteveTomlinCrafts.wordpress.com/learntoscythe
Practical, fun courses covering all the skills to use and
maintain your scythe. I am an internationally respected
scythe expert, author of Learn to Scythe and sell scythe
kits. I can travel to teach you or your group at your venue
at £80/day. Subscribe to my newsletter for more dates.
Email stevetomlin8@gmail.com to book
Learn to Scythe 2nd June 26th July at Slaidburn,
Lancashire
Peening workshop 11th Oct at Slaidburn, Lancashire

The course includes learning how to:
• Set up the scythe ready for mowing
• Mow efficiently and effectively
• Hone the blade to keep it sharp while cutting
• Peen the blade after it has been worn down by
countless amounts of honing
• You will also find out how to cure the cut
grass to make hay and about grassland
management and making hay.

John Robson Grundy

Can be contacted at wildernesstamed@hotmail.co.uk.
www.wildernesstamed.com 07827 958361
John has been teaching and demonstrating scything for
over 7 years across the North East as well as training
volunteers and staff for National Trust, Borders Forest
Trust and Wildlife Trusts nationally.
Course "Learn to Scythe" at Durham Wildlife Trust,
Rainton Meadows, Houghton le Spring, DH4 6PU
Saturday 27th July from 9am till 4pm Price £45

Then have a go at the quarter acre cup.
The cost is £75 per person and is available on the
following date: 22nd June 2019. The course is for a
maximum of 12 participants depending on numbers,
from 10am–4pm. Tea, & coffee will be provided, lunch
can be purchased from the restaurant or bring your
own. Please wear suitable clothing and boots and
arrive at 9.30am for a prompt 10am start. If you wish
to purchase a scythe, they are available by preorder
(contact Jim McVittie dalefield@ntlworld.com)

Jez Hastings*

Peak District jeremyhastings@me.com
Way of the Scythe Courses www.jeremyhastings.uk have
been scything and land working since 1981. Teachers C
Way of the Scythe 6th July RSPB Coombes Valley Leek
Way of the Scythe and trad haymaking; Carr 15th19th
July House Meadows, Sheffield.
Way of the Scythe and trad haymaking; 22nd  26th July,
Warslow, Peak District
Way of the Sythe 24th August; Warwickshire Wildlife
Trust

The course is always popular so early booking is
recommended. Tel: 0844 249 1895 (7 days a week 9am
—5.30pm) or via the online box office at https://
sadeik.wordpress.com/mowing/

Beginners course
at
The West Country Scythe Fair
Muchelney, Somerset
Saturday 8th June 2019

Wales & Borders
David Kuegler*

Parry’s Meadow, Orcop Hill, Hereford
david.kuegler@btinternet.com
Learn Scything, Sharpening & Peening , cutting
meadows, mowing around trees. Steve Tomlin’s ‘Learn to
Scythe book’, is covered. Home cooked lunch on course
(John Letts ‘bread’). Will travel to teach in your Field or
Orchard. 1:1 or up to 1:6….as one client said this last
year: “I feel empowered”.
Scything equipment provided, Scythe Kits to purchase;
made to fit peening pony, meadow products & personal
handmade snaths.
Learn to Scythe @ Orcop Hill, Hereford, Course Dates:
(from £60.00, including lunch)
April 13th, May 1st, July 13th, Scything, Sharpening &
Peening
April  August dropinevening sessions, Wednesdays
5:30  7:30pm
April 1st & August 17th Peening Day

with Kevin Austin, Andi Ricard and David Kuegler
This course covers scythe setup, mowing and
sharpening in the morning; peening, plus workshops
on hay making by hand, grassland management and
the English scythe in the afternoon.
The cost is £65 per person or £110 for two including
lunch.
Please apply to Mary Ellis
beginnerscythecourse@gmail.com or mobile 07950
004237
The venue for both courses is at Thorney Lakes.
Muchelney, near Langport http://
www.thorneylakes.co.uk/

Phillip Batten*

Dyfed Permaculture Farm Trust, Carmarthenshire
scythecymru@yahoo.co.uk www.scythecymru.co.uk
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Learn to scythe or improve your skills. Workshops give
you lots of hands on experience; a chance to “try before
you buy” or get your own scythe set up well; a visit to a
smallholding where the scythe is integral to the
management and is used year round in a variety of
situations.
Introductory Scythe Courses – Saturday 25th May,
Wednesday 26th June, Sunday 14th July See website for
additional dates  £60 / £50 (low wage concession) £30
(Youth rate)
Peening and Sharpening Workshops – Saturday 6th April,
Saturday 27th July, – £50 / £40 (low wage concession)
“Mowing with Ease” Mowing Workshop – Sunday 28th
July, can be combined with the Peening workshop on
Saturday 27th July with a 10% discount on both courses.

.July 6th – Knightshayes Court, National Trust, free
workshops
Chris Riley*

(North Dorset) chris@pratensis.net 07719 691312
www.pratensis.net
Available for scythe training in the Wessex area, and
beyond.
For the following beginners’ courses, see the relevant web
sites for info and to book. Scythes available for purchase.
Northleach, North Glos. Thursday 16th May and Sat 10th
August 2019 www.cotswoldsruralskills.org.uk
Carymoor, near Castle Cary, Somerset Tues/Wed 28th/
29th May 2019 This funded course is free and is a two day
course (participants must attend both days). See
www.carymoor.org.uk/eventsandcourses/an
introductiontoscything

Andrea Gilpin*

Wild Meadow, Discoed, Presteigne, Powys
hello@wildmeadow.co
Learn to scythe, sharper and peen or come to improve
your skills.
Courses are held at our 3.5 acre meadow with a variety of
situations to practice on.
1:1 also available. Equipment provided. Scythe kits
available to purchase.
Learn to scythe – Beginners Sun 2nd June, Friday 2nd
August – £55.
Scything for improvers – Sunday 14th July – £55 (more
dates may follow see https://www.wildmeadow.co/
scythingclasses for up to dat information)

South East England
Nicole Clough*

Oxfordshire. good_clean_mud@icloud.com
I provide training in the use, maintenance and joy of the
Austrian scythe. I run one day courses within
Oxfordshire and the surrounding counties and also offer
tailor made sessions.
Sun 21st July 2019 – Cogges Manor Farm, Witney,
Oxfordshire www.cogges.org.uk
Sat 17th Aug 2019 – Ragmans Farm, Lydbrook,
Gloucestershire www.ragmans.co.uk/home/
Sun 8th Sep 2019 – Cogges Manor Farm, Witney,
Oxfordshire www.cogges.org.uk/
Places on the above courses are £60 per person, with an
additional cost of £20 if equipment hire is required. To
discuss your requirements or make a booking, please get
in touch.

Beth Tilston*

Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire http://
www.learnscything.com/courses/
On my course you will learn how to set up a scythe to fit
your body, how to mow effectively and easily, how to
sharpen your blade, and how to peen. All equipment is
provided and you can buy a scythe on the day.
Scything course, Forest of Dean, Saturday 25th May,
Saturday 20th July £80

Jez Hastings*

jeremyhastings@me.com
Way of the Scythe Course and traditional haymaking
www.jeremyhastings.uk I have been scything and land
working since 1981. Teachers course 2010. All tools/
scythes supplied for course and for sale.
Way of the Scythe and Orchard haymaking 17
September Bumblebee Trust Kent

South West England
Kevin Austin*

Skyegrove, Herodsfoot, Cornwall/SW Devon.
07943653825
www.skyegrove.co.uk kevin@skyegrove.co.uk
Learn to scythe with a relaxed efficient style with an
Austrian
scythe, we can come and deliver to groups (6max) on your
own
land or attend courses below.
Beginners scything course: 18th May and 13th July 2019 –
£65 (inc lunch)
Improvers scything course: 7th September – £65 (inc
lunch)
Please go to www.skyegrove.co.uk for more detail.

Beth Tilston*

Barcombe, Sussex, http://www.learnscything.com/
courses/
On my course you will learn how to set up a scythe to fit
your body, how to mow effectively and easily, how to
sharpen your blade, and how to peen. All equipment is
provided and you can buy a scythe on the day.
Beginners scything course, Barcombe, Saturday 11th May,
Saturday 27th July, £80
Ida Fabrizio*

Andi Rickard*

London ifabrizio@hotmail.com
I have been teaching scything with an Austrian Scythe for
individuals and community groups in many diverse
interesting spaces and projects across the capital. I show
how to set up, maintain and move your body to use the
scythe.
Short workshops coming up in the Lea Valley
Scything for beginners: Tuesday June 18th 10am1pm.
WaterWorks Centre Nature Reserve, Lammas Road.

andirickard@me.com 07581 239453
Somerset
Ladies UK Scything Champion for eight years, Seven
years experience teaching scythe skills throughout the
South West. Course dates and venues booked by
arrangement, onetoone sessions or group bookings.
Please go to www.somersetscytheschool.com for more
details and how to apply.
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Book on eventbrite
Scything refresher/improvers Tuesday 25th June 101pm.
WaterWorks Centre Nature Reserve, Lammas Road.
Book on eventbrite
At the Community Haystacks event
Saturday 20th July, Walthamstow Marshes
Short intro to scything Saturday 20th July 10.30am1pm.
Location details and to book a space on eventbrite

Channel Islands

East Anglia

National
If you have a group of friends and your own grass, the
following teachers can be booked to come and teach at
your own location.

Fiona Pollock

Guernsey and Channel Islands
fionapollockuk@yahoo.co.uk or 07781 435 395
Based in Guernsey but willing to island hop upon
discussion. Individual and group lessons available for
beginners or improvers.
Scythe kits are available for purchase. Please email for
further information.

Richard Brown*

Kings Lynn, Norfolk. richardjbrown556@gmail.com
Botanist, ecologist and seedsman offers scythe courses
and tuition.
Can tailor courses for individuals or groups to include
practical scythe instruction plus wildflower meadow and
grassland management.
Visit Emorsgate Seeds website https://wildseed.co.uk/
articles/events or email the address above for more
details.
Introduction to scything & meadow management. Wed
26th June 2019, Norfolk
Introduction to scything and orchard management. Wed
3rd July 2019, Norfolk
Each course is £60

Steve Tomlin*

Cumbria stevetomlin8@gmail.com
stevetomlincrafts.wordpress.com/learntoscythe
Courses across the UK for beginners and improvers, run
by an internationally respected mower and tutor. I have
been teaching since 2010 and am the author of the Learn
to Scythe book, the first practical instruction manual for
the Austrian scythe.
Jez Hastings*

Peak District jeremyhastings@me.com
www.jeremyhastings.uk
Way of the Scythe Courses, traditional haymaking, tree
planting and meadow restoration www.jeremyhastings.uk
I have been scything and land working since 1981.
Teachers course 2010.
All tools/scythes supplied for course and for sale.

Scotland
Steve Tomlin*

stevetomlin8@gmail.com
SteveTomlinCrafts.wordpress.com
Steve has taught several courses in Scotland, as far north
as Caithness. Email to book a group workshop at your
own venue and Steve will travel to you which is much
more economical. Read about my scythe course near
Ellen, Aberdeenshire. https://
stevetomlincrafts.wordpress.com/2013/08/19/scythe
courseinnescotland/

Andrea Gilpin*
Powys, hello@wildmeadow.co, www.wildmeadow.co

Courses across England and Wales for beginners and
improvers. I have enjoyed teaching since 2010 and clients
include Wildlife Trusts, National Trust, RSPB and many
community groups.

Rob Brodie

Fife, robmaculture@yahoo.co.uk,
Beginners scything workshops suitable for anyone
interested in using a scythe to manage green spaces.
Please email to arrange a workshop and for more
information.
Saturday May 25th, 9am till 1pm – Beginners Workshop
at Lochiehead Farm, North East Fife. £30 per person. To
book a place contact Rob – robmaculture@yahoo.co.uk
Sunday 16th June, 9am till 1pm – Beginners Workshop at
Murton Farm Trust, Angus. Contact
sophie@murtontrust.org.uk to book a place.

Fiona Pollock *

Guernsey and Channel Islands
fionapollockuk@yahoo.co.uk or 07781 435 395
Based in Guernsey but willing to island hop upon
discussion. Individual and group lessons available for
beginners or improvers. The scythe is a diverse tool that
can be used in a variety of situations. You will learn the
foundational skills necessary to get going confidently
with the scythe. I stock and sell scythe kits.

Ireland

Chris Riley*

Chris Hayes*

chris@pratensis.net 07719 691312
Experienced scythe trainer based in North Dorset. I
mainly deliver beginners’ courses in the Wessex area, but
sometimes it can be feasible to go further afield. Austrian
scythes available for purchase. See web site for more
information www.pratensis.net

Wexford, Ireland, chris@badgershillforestry.ie
Learn to use a scythe in the wonderful environment of
the Irish National Heritage Park in Ferrycarrig, Wexford.
See http://www.irishheritage.ie/ for details about
booking, payment and all our wonderful courses!
An Introduction to the Austrian Scythe Saturday May 11th
and Saturday June 15th 75 Euro per class
Book Here: http://www.irishheritage.ie/product
category/courses2019/scythingwithchrishayes/
Scythes available to buy all year round and private tuition
available at The Irish National Heritage Park
www.irishheritage.ie
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SCYTHING EVENTS
Green Scythe Fair Camping
Camping in the field (Scythers' Camp) is this year only
available for those who volunteer to help. A schedule
of tasks is now being drawn up.
This is for setting up, helping with the fair on the
Sunday, then helping with the clear up on Monday.
Let me know when you can help.
For those not familiar, the Scythers' Camp in the field
is mown by tractor, but ground conditions are
variable. Facilities are basic (composting loos, water
standpipe) and further away than on the main
camp site. The cost is £5 per person per night,
payable on arrival to Chris Riley  chris@pratensis.net
(NOT Thorney Lakes site office). Arrangements will
need to be made in advance so that passes can be
issued, as there will be security on the gate during
Saturday this year.
No dogs on the scythers' camp please.
Thorney Lakes Caravan and Camping Park is the
official camp site, open every day, has fine flat pitches
of mown grass, a full range of facilities close by, and
costs £17 per night for up to two persons.
See thorneylakes.co.uk for additional information, and
the full range of charges and booking.
Saturday night (8th June) should be booked in advance
to avoid disappointment.

Tenth Eastern Counties Scythe Festival
Wimpole, Cambridgeshire 22nd  23th June 2019
A weekend on the National Trust
Wimpole Estate's windflower
meadow overlooking the
Capability Brown park.
The only event in the UK where
you can enter in competitions
varying from 5m x5m, 10m x
10m through quarter of an acre
all the way to the full acre.
The marathons, quarter acre and an eighth of an acre competitions are held anytime over this period but will be
timed from when the competitor starts to when they finish. No changing of blades is allowed but you may
replace a broken snath. Extra peening is also allowed but will be included in the overall time, so peen before you
start.
For those wishing to be part of the full acre marathon mowing race please email
(Simon.Damant@nationaltrust.org.uk) or phone Simon Damant on 07710190447
The sprint races will be held on the Sunday afternoon and will include the 10 x 10 and the 5 x 5 . Other races
include the team competition, strimmer vs scythe and various others.
Demonstrations of blacksmithing, greenwood working and other rural crafts.
Basic free camping is available and there are spaces for stallholders (free if you demonstrate, else there is a fee).
For more information go to https://sadeik.wordpress.com/mowing2/
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The 7th Annual Community Haystacks Day
Walthamstow Marshes, East London; Sun 30th of June 2018
Programme
IN THE RUN UP

RANGER RAMBLE 1:00 - 3:00pm

Ida will be running two scything workshops at the
Waterworks Centre off Lea Bridge Road.
5th June (Beginners) and 12th June (Refresher),
The courses will run from 10am 1pm.
Costs £25 (concession £15).
To book a place email kathrin@myvillages.org

Join a guided tour around the
marshes with park ranger
Eamonn Lawlor.
HAYSTACK AND PICNIC 1:00 - 8:00pm

Come and help us build a large
community haystack on the
marshes.
Bring your own picnic and
enjoy some outdoor music.

ON THE DAY
LEARN HOW TO SCYTHE 10:30 - 12:30

With local super scyther Ida Fabrizio.
Refreshments and equipment are provided.
£22 (concessions £16) per two hour session.
To book a place email kathrin@myvillages.org

GREEN COMMONS 4:00 - 5:00pm

Join us for an informal talk with invited guests about
cultures of commoning, Nature Deficit Syndrome in
the city and doing things for the “good of the village”.

SCYTHING COMPETITION 1:00 - 2:30 pm

We are running a scything competition on the marshes –
sharpen your blades and join us for some urban mowing.
Prizes from local manufacturers.

THROUGHOUT

A large area of the marshes will be open to those who
already know how to scythe.

Scything with a View
14th—19th July 2019
A week of drop in Scything at the
Stiperstones
National
Nature
Reserve in the heart of
the
Shropshire Hills.
• Introductory course (booking only)
• Scything drop in sessions each day
• Peening practice
• Management advice
• Competition and BBQ
•
Events are open to those new to scything,
those wanting more practice or anyone
wanting some good healthy exercise in
beautiful surroundings.
For more details contact:
Simon Cooter on 01743 792294
or email
stiperstones.events@naturalengland.org.uk
Camping or accommodation close by, why
not make a week of it?
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The Inaugural Scottish Scythe Festival
At Blackhaugh Community Farm, Spittafield, Perthshire
10am  5pm Saturday 27th July 2019
The newly formed Scottish Scything Club is holding it's ﬁrst event
What to bring?
The Festival takes place on a working farm so you are advised to wear outdoor clothing and footwear.
Please bring your own scythe but most importantly (whether you are a novice, an old hand or voyeur)
bring with you a desire to celebrate the scythe. There will be a soft drinks stall on the day but all food and
alcohol must be brought by you.
How to book?
To buy tickets and join the club please click on link below. For more information about the Scottish
Scything Club, buying tickets, the day and evening’s activities or to offer some of your time to help out
then please email Rob Brodie robmaculture@yahoo.co.uk https://www.eventbrite.co.uk
Day Tickets  £10, Camping and day  £17.50 (Friday or Saturday or both) Children  Free
Fancy a Sleepover?
There are some camping and campervan spaces available on the Friday and Saturday nights on a first come
first served basis. We will have a fire to sit round, be sociable, play music and chill out. Please bring any

food or drink that you want for the duration. The facilities are basic  just a tap and a couple of compost
toilets. When booking your spot please reme mber to tell us if you plan to stay on Saturday or Friday or
both AND if you will be staying in a tent or van ?
How to get here?
There is an hourly bus no. 34 from Perth. The nearest train station is Dunkeld (6 miles away) but no
connecting bus service. Car parking will be signposted and is on the farm or nearby.
The full address is: Blackhaugh Community Farm, Spittafield, Perthshire PH1 4JZ
email: blackhaughcommunityfarm.gmail.com
Website: https://blackhaughcommunityfarm.weebly.com/scythefestival.html
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Northern Scythe Championships
7th July 2019

Set in the beautiful and ancient meadows of Lower Winskill Farm, Settle. North Yorkshire
preceded by an Open Day at the nearby Bell Sykes Farm on Saturday 6th July. The day
will include walks, talks, demonstrations and refreshments.
Tickets must be bought in advance.
More information and ticket prices can be found at www.meadowconnections.co.uk
or send email to meadowconnections@gmail.com
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Scythe Missionary
An appreciation of Peter Vido
Who died in 2018
By
Simon Fairlie
In 1999, a strange visitor came to the village of
Rossleithen, in the foothills of the Austrian Alps.
With his pigtails and bare feet, the wiry chap bore an
uncanny resemblance to Asterix. When he picked up a
scythe and started mowing abandoned scraps of
meadow next to the road, neglected because they were
too steep for a tractor, the good burghers of
Rossleithen must have thought that the poor fellow
was away with the fairies.

book was inspiring, but from a technical point of view
it was misleading, and sometimes inaccurate. Vido
wrote to him suggesting that some errors could be
rectified in a new edition and Tresemer gallantly
responded saying that he hadn't time and Vido should
write an addendum. Thus it is that The Scythe Book
now has two authors expressing sometimes
conflicting views. “My portion”, wrote Vido “may
ruffle a few feathers but also offers a more complete
instructional text.”

But when they noticed that he was in fact a highly
competent mower their views began to change. One or
two housefrau brought him out cakes and coffee, and
discovered that he was a Canadian, of Slovak origin,
who could speak German. By the end of his first two
week visit to Rossleithen, Peter Vido had made friends,
gained confidence, and smartened up the village.

As well as being concerned about the rate at which
European scythe manufacturers were going out of
business, Peter was also worried that standards of
manufacture were slipping in the face of cheap
competition from Turkey and China — hence his visit
to Rossleithen. He returned every year for about a
decade, and over the years built up a working
relationship with the technicians at the Rossleithen
factory. When economic pressures impelled the
management to take short cuts, Peter Vido was there
lobbying, saying “don't cut quality in order to cut price,
because you will never win on price, quality is your
selling point”. In 2003 Vido worked with Schroeckenfux
technicians to produce a new, adjustable, and
ergonomically designed metal snath to supplement the
nonadjustable wooden snath that the company supplies;
and a few year later he helped design the adjustable
wooden snath that is now prevalent in the UK.

Peter had come to Rossleithen because it is the home
of the last remaining scythe factory in UpperAustria,
a region which for 500 years has been at the hub of
the world scythe blade industry. A century ago there
were perhaps 30 or more scythe manufacturers in the
region hammering out the famed Austrian blades, of
which ten million were exported every year. Now
there is only one left, the factory of Franz de Paul
Schroeckenfux at Rossleithen, or Fux for short. Peter's
mission was to ensure that Fux did not go the way of
all the other factories.
In the Prague spring of 1968, as a teenager of 17,
Peter Vido fled Czechoslovakia by making a perilous
swim across a river. He ended up in Canada, where he
later married Faye with whom he had three children.
In the early 1980s the Vidos leased and then bought
themselves a 250 acre farm on loan, and worked some
80 acres of it with horses, and later with large 15
hand donkeys. But by the early 1990s, Peter had read
David Tresemer's Scythe Book, and discovered that
mowing his meadows by hand was both viable and
rewarding. Like Tresemer he found that the
lightweight European scythe was more efficient than
the heavy AngloAmerican model. He developed a
scything style, based on flexing the knees and the hips
in a fashion reminiscent of the Chinese practice of Tai
Chi, which was relaxed, and effective. By the end of
the 1990s, Peter and his family were mowing 30 acres
of meadow per year by hand, and gathering it in.

In the summer of 2004, Peter, together with other
Austrian scythe enthusiasts, organized an
International Scythe Symposium, in Mölln, a small
town not far from Rossleithen. As well as mowing
courses and competitions, there were presentations on
subjects as diverse as the optimum anatomical posture
for mowing, the influence of Tai Chi on modern
mowing, and whether it would be productive or
counterproductive to introduce the scythe into those
third world countries, particularly in Africa, which
hadn't yet discovered it.
As the only English native speaker at that
symposium, I invited Peter to come to Britain to
initiate a revival in a country where use of the scythe
had died out almost completely. He attended the first
Scythe Festival, held at Fivepenny Farm in Dorset in
the summer of 2005, (see photo on page 18) where he
conducted a two day scythe course attended by,
amongst others, Phil Batten, later to form Scythe
Cymru. He returned the following year to give
another course at the second Scythe Festival, this

But the more Peter discovered about scythes and
scythe use, the more he felt that this knowledge was
becoming lost to the developed world. Tresemer's
10

time attended by Steve Tomlin, who was later to
write the definitive British instruction manual Learn
to Scythe.
Peter was the catalyst for the scythe revival in the
UK, and the fount of most of the knowledge and
expertise that has been acquired. But Britain is by no
means the only country in debt to him. In all Peter
made 27 trips to Europe to learn and to teach. He
inspired revivals not only in North America and
several European countries but in places such as
Australia, South Africa and Costa Rica. Meanwhile
his brother Alex has been promoting the use of
scythes with cradles for reaping rice and other grains
in the Indian subcontinent.

Peter was never afraid to speak his mind and was not
one to suffer fools gladly — in fact he would usually
not suffer them at all and was quick to cut off
communication with those who did not meet his high
standards. From Tresemer onwards many who have
written or otherwise pontificated about scythe use
have found themselves the target of Peter's acerbic
pen, and more often than not it has been Peter who
was right. Here is a characteristic passage from the
short section in The Big Book devoted to safety, in
which he dismisses the widely advocated use of Kevlar
gloves:
”We cannot in good conscience advocate the use of
some modern industrial product in order for someone
to feel 'safe' while using a tool that for millennia was
used by literally millions of people who mostly could
not read, and could barely afford the needed accessories
(never mind gloves) but who nevertheless managed to
cut untold hectares of grass and grain to help this
civilization expand and 'develop' “. “Scytherelated
safety is not our forte,” he concludes, reminding the
reader that his family would mow not only gloveless,
but barefoot. In fact, playing safe was never a favoured
course of action for Peter. From his escape from
communist Czechoslovakia, to his unsolicited arrival in
Rossleithen, in his uncompromising appearance and
his willingness to speak his mind, Peter was a man who
was not afraid to take risks. Because of that millions of
people around the world who are discovering the
beauty and the efficiency of a wellhoned scythe have
cause to be grateful to him.

Over the years as Peter found himself ever more
preoccupied withe promoting the scythe, he had less
time for the farm, and increasingly his son Kai
managed the holding. When, around 2009, all his
working donkeys were struck dead by lightning as
they sheltered from the storm under a tree, he never
replaced them.
Towards the end of his life Peter focused his
attention on producing what was to be his magnum
opus, a four part publication called The Big Book of
the Scythe. Sadly, only the first part was published
on his website, in May 2018, two months before he
died. It is a practical guide distilling, through his
idiosyncratic brand of pedantic diligence, all the
knowledge that he had acquired over 30 years of use
and study of the tool.
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A scyther’s guide to rewilding
by
Richard Brown

Rewilding is a progressive approach to conservation
that is gaining ground across Europe, as well as
within the UK. The ethos behind rewilding is to step
back to allow ‘nature’ a greater role in managing itself
with less human intervention. Given that both
mowing with scythes, and meadows themselves
(grassland managed for hay by mowing), are very
much based on human intervention, is there any place
in this new approach to ecological restoration for the
scythe?
In January I attended a two day conference in
Cambridge on ‘Rewilding and its Effects on Nature
and People'. My aim was to find out what the current
rewilding buzz was all about. In particular I wanted to
learn how thinking in conservation and ecological
restoration was moving, and where habitat creation
and enhancement with wild flower seeds and scythes
might fit in.

ambition to step back and let nature to take more of a
lead in the restoration of degraded landscapes and
ecosystems. It is a global aspiration shared across
many regions and countries with a shared goal of
getting our planet functioning again against the
background of the climate and population challenges
we face.
George Holmes from Leeds University described
responses to this rewilding ambition as falling into
one of two categories:
•The first, transformative wildness enthusiasm,
is defined by its enthusiasm of large scale,
radical landscape change, of natural systems
with restored functions taking their own
autonomous paths, and sees little value in
traditional land uses.
•The second, pragmatic rewilding, is more
practical and it embraces many forms of
rewilding in many places and at different scales.
It is not enthusiastic for notions of ecological
purity and is more sensitive to local culture and
traditions.

What is rewilding? .
Like many concepts of wildness that have preceded it
there is, it seems, no simple single answer. Rewilding
can mean many different things depending on who
you listen to. Speakers at the conference ranged from
ecologists to hill farmers, and from opening speaker
Germaine Greer talking about rewilding her local
garden, to closing speaker George Monbiot talking
about rewilding on a global scale to mitigate against
climate breakdown, and to increase "humanity's
prospects of getting through the century".
Rewilding in general terms is characterised by the

The first more purist interpretation is the preserve of
policy makers and thinkers: seemingly more of a
zeitgeist in the sense of intellectual or aesthetic
fashion or fad, which one hopes may stimulate new
ideas and creative solutions to problems.
Rewilding in its most complete form, with keystone
introductions of wolves, beavers, lynx, deer and wild
cattle, is restricted in its
application to those with
ownership or control of
extensive tracts of land and
funding such as the National
Trust or national government
agencies.
Pragmatic rewilding
The second pragmatic and more
practical approach is clearly that
of most relevance to humble
landscapers, gardeners and
conservation initiatives.

A vision of rewilding from the that popped up in a number of presentations
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You do not need to be a big
landowner, like Charlie Burrell
and Isabella Field at the Knepp
Estate, to be inspired and
respond to the ideas of
rewilding. One of the catch
phrases I heard repeated during
the conference was the idea that
it was possible to rewild a
window box! (stretching the

concept somewhat perhaps?) However, even on a
modest plot of land, if you relinquish some control to
nature, and ‘work with the grain’ of nature’s designs,
modest gains can be achieved. In the pragmatic
model, rewilding is seen as a process or journey, with
no predetermined end point. Rewilding is about
moving up a scale of ‘wildness', where every step on
this journey is seen as progress. The aim is to return
to fully functional ecosystems and landscapes that are
characterised as: biodiverse, complex, dynamic and
heterogenous (often described as ‘messy').
The other key feature of pragmatic rewilding is that it
acknowledges the place of communities and traditions
in the landscape; of humans as a species sharing the
planet that cannot be ignored or excluded. In this
context, smaller scale, low input, sustainable. wildlife
sensitive, mixed farming and land management is
preferable, as it delivers an intimate patchwork of
different habitat opportunities.

Rewilding usually has limits to its ambition of scale
and often politics. In Britain, even the largest Knepp
scale projects need hunters and butchers as a
substitute for ‘natural’ top predators like wolves and
lynx. I would argue that the scythe has a strong role
to play in small to medium scale pragmatic rewilding
initiatives, particularly on sites too small for grazing
herds of wild animals.
I firmly believe that the greatest strength of the
scythe is not just it efficiency as a good tool, but the
sensitivity and control it brings to grassland
management; whether for conservation, or smaller
scale sustainable farming. With a scythe you can
develop a mosaic of different vegetation and habitat
structures. The scythe becomes a tool for working
more closely with nature and making progress on the
journey that is rewilding.

Jiggery Pokery
More Mechanical Ramblings

by
Colin Close

The article in Windrow 13 showed a series of
Russian peening jig designs including a
relatively modern one dating from the 1960's.
As can be seen from the "manufacturing
drawing" on the left. The operating principle
of the device is not immediately obvious. In
particular the device labelled '1' on the sketch
has no decodable description. It is clearly
some kind of electrically powered tool but the
business end of the beast has no detail so it
was difficult to guess it's original function.
Was it a specially adapted tool for the
purpose? It was nearly impossible to guess;
however I was fortunate enough to find a
second source for the jig sketch which when
translated gave a little more detail.
Here is the description:
"For betterequipped household fitters, we
present a brief description and a schematic
representation of a homemade workbench
for a mechanized spit made by Vitebsk
craftsmen V. Nebozhak and S. Rozumov.
A hardened steel hinge is attached to the
movable drive, under which is placed a small
anvil with a swivel axis and an adjusting bolt
with a spring. The design of the anvil allows
you to adjust the gap for more accurate
dosing of the impact force. To limit the
inclination of the blade, a special stop is
welded to the anvil behind the striker. When
kicking off, the spit is held by the blade from
itself, smoothly moving the podboyok from
right to left. The workbench drive is a drive
from an electric cutter IZ5402, which is fixed
to the frame of the hull, consisting of two
segments of welded channels."
13

will have a fixed travel the pivoting hinge is a very
necessary adjunct to the design to avoid jamming the
striker.

There is however one perplexing aspect to this jig.
There's a statement in the jigs description referring to
a special stop it's purpose being to limit the inclination
of the blade. The item in question is part 4 on the
drawing. It is mentioned in the translated text as
being welded to the anvil, strangely though this is not
shown in the sketches.

Searching with Google for the Russian equivalent of
IZ5402 turned one up on the Russian equivalent of
ebay and translation of the page revealed that it was a
"nibbler" which is a guillotine device used to cut sheet
metal. Basically this type of machine converts rotary
motion to vertical motion; the vertical motion being
applied to a moving plunger to which is attached a
blade which acts against a fixed blade.
Very similar devices to the IZ5402 are still available
and can be found on ebay.

As it's function was in doubt (and possibly distorted
by the translation of the description a study seemed in
order; this was very revealing. It showed that the stop
arrangement causes the edge to be pushed forward as
the striker decended forcing the metal of the edge to
be stretched away from the main body of the blade
just as it would if peening by hand. Though the
movement is small (circa 1mm) the strike rate is
around 2000 strikes per minute so the edge will be
stretched in no time at all. If the stop were not
present the stretching would not take place.

As part of the ongoing project to construct this jig I
have purchased one (See Pic). This device is capable of
cutting through eigth inch steel plate so is useful in
it's own right.
As can be seen from the pictures the guillotines foot is
attached with a large screw which allows the
horseshoe shaped section to be removed. The screw is
then used to mount the device to the jig.
The moving blade is replaced with the "striker" which
is the part labelled 3 in the drawing. Since the striker

Another clever feature of the stop is that the area in
front of the striker does not touch the anvil which
gives the stretched metal "somewhere to go" alas as it
passes to the other side of the stop it ia blunted again.
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The location and adjustment of the stop is quite
critical and requires a good understanding of how
the tool operates.

to the Russian one if I can get my act together to fix
up a new workshop I may have one made in time for
the Winter Gathering!

I wonder if the designers left the positioning up to
the user rather than specifying it because it would
depend in how far back from the edge of the scythe
the user wished to start peening, as for example if
you wanted to repair a short nicked section peening
would need to start further in from the edge to pull
metal into the gap. Making the stop adjustable is
quite challenging because of the difficulty of access
to it so it may be easier just to make the striker and
it's drive movable instead. I suspect that in real life
Russia there would have been perhaps two swinging
anvils with the stops welded on in different locations
the anvil and stop being changed when blade repair
was undertaken. I have purchased an electric cutter
from the Czech Republic which is of similar design
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A Postscript to International Peening Day
Peening Ponies
by
Richard Brown
Peening Ponies
As a postscript to this year’s International Peening
day (April 7th) I have been reviewing the wonderful
diversity of peening pony designs. A number of
scythers have kindly sent me photos of their set up. I
have included a few examples here; more can be found
on an extended post on the SABI website (and I can
add more if you want to send me your photos).
Arrangements for peening of scythe blades come in a
variety of forms. The key requirements are a support
for the peening anvil, and a seat for the peener to work
comfortably and support the blade during the process.
The design of a peening station is always built around
the support for the peening jig or anvil. This needs to
be as solid as practical to counter the forces of the
hammer blows so that the energy of the strike is
effectively transmitted into useful work shaping the
blade, and not lost. The heavier and more solid this is
the more effective and accurate peening will be.

solid as practical. Everything else that makes up the
seat and rear legs can be much lighter in construction
to save weight as long as it is sturdy enough to do the
job, and the peener can sit in a comfortable working
position.

Peening ponies come in a variety of forms and designs
built around these principles, and range from simple
stools built from 3” x 2” timber offcuts to more
bespoke personalised styles.
Bespoke ponies come in a range of styles:
Joiner style: The most common peening pony design
is the offcut pony it being the simplest to construct
with basic tools, materials and DIY skills. Plans for
this can be found online, (as example below).

For static fixed installations a solid oak trunk on firm
foundations can make an excellent peening station. For
something a bit more transportable, weight and
dimensions are important.
For most scythers who travel to fairs and events a
peening pony is the answer. These are usually three
legged stools with a single front leg and two back
legs. These are popularly referred to as ‘peening
ponies’ rather than ‘peening stools’ as they are seen as
junior cousins of the ‘shaving horse’ used by green
woodworkers. In design, peening ponies are a
compromise between solidity and transportability.
In designing or constructing a peening pony the front
leg post which supports the anvil of jig is the most
important component  this should be as heavy and

Mike Gerrard has produced an elegant design for a
folding pony. I particularly like Michael’s design, so
much so, I have to date built around 10 variants of
them with my colleague Phil, for use on my courses as
they fold and stack well in my van and shed. Michael
16

has generously made his design plans open source (see
website). His plans are easy to follow, but this folding
design does require a bit more time and skill to
construct compared to the offcut pony. I am now
offering some of these folding ponies for sale for those
who do not have the time or inclination to build one
themselves.

criteria for solid jig/anvil support and comfortable
working position, you will find your peening is more
efficient and less of a chore. On the topic of comfort,

Bodger styles: This category has the most
personalised forms, and reflects the strong links
between scything and green woodworking groups. My
own example (pictured) has a solid yew anvil post (for
density) with a natural flared foot to spread its ground
support, a lime wood seat for lightness and ash rear
legs.

I almost always add a nice soft cushion to sit on
(comfy and limits transmission of vibration to my
pelvis) and ear defenders.
When selecting a pony for peening really is a case of
‘horses for courses’.

Upcycled pony: the best example I have seen (which
inspired some of my own builds) was George
Montague’s pony which was built around a substantial
section of a broken oak gate post as its front leg. I
have built ponies from recycled broken furniture such
as pine beds and chairs (the cheap sort that break
easily).

Multifunction ponies: incorporating features like built
in storage and vice as Jim McVittie’s examples below
Whatever arrangement you have, if it fulfils the two
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International UK Scything Team
Competition In Austria
Dear all,
As you may know Kevin Austin and myself attended
the European Scything Championships
in 2017 in Switzerland and had a wonderful
experience. The event is held
every two years and this year it is being held in
Austria between August
14th and 15th. A few people have shown an interest in
attending and even
competing at this years event and this email is a first
step to starting
that process off.
Kevin and i were asked to coordinate a group/ team
to take part and be the
contact point between our team and the event
organisers.
The event is midweek because it is a national holiday
in Austria during
those days.
At the moment we have had the idea of perhaps hiring
a mini bus for our
'team' and driving to Austria but of course it would
also be possible if
you wanted to fly to the nearest airport and make your
own way to the event
with equipment being taken in the mini bus if you
were short of time.
We will receive a list of local accommodation near the
event which we will
book ourselves. Last time we were assigned a
translator for the duration
which was very helpful. Competitors get a food and
drinks voucher for each
day and we are very well looked after. The atmosphere
at the event is a
cross between an Olympic final and a beer festival!
The scything of course is very serious, the standard
very high and you need
to aim to cut 10m x10m in under 5 or 6 minutes (for

example the mens winner
is usually 2 minutes or so!) .
At this stage perhaps anyone interested can let us
know without committing
for certain and we can gauge the response and start to
put things together.
We could have an informal group chat at the Green
Fair in June.
We look forward to your reply
Nigel and Kevin
Please reply to nigelpadams@aol.com
Here is an email from the organisers
Dear Mowing friends and partners!
The European Championship in Mowing 2019 takes
place in Austria!
*Date: 14. August  15. August 2019*
It is possible to arrive before the 13th of August 2019!
Wednesday, 14. August 2019; mandatory arrival
before 12:00; evening:
opening and raffle of the start numbers
*Thursday, 15. August 2019  competition*
Place: *St. Florian am Inn/ Oberösterreich/ Austria*
Please contact all the persons, who should know it.
I am looking forward to a great event.
For any further questions please, don´t hesistate to
contact me!
Best regards,
Rebecca Gutkas, BSc
Secretary General
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Eighth SABI Winter Meeting
Minutes of the Winter Gathering of the Scythe Association
of Britain and Ireland
held at
The Threshold Centre, Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 5JQ
on
Saturday 26th January 2019
A new venue for this winter gathering as Chris Riley kindly invited us to the Threshold Centre, near Gillingham
on the Dorset/Somerset border  which is best described by the website  The Threshold Centre at Cole Street
Farm is a unique, pioneering cohousing community and sustainable education centre, which aims to demonstrate
a way of life which is more green, affordable, and neighbourly. Cohousing, combines small, selfcontained homes
with shared facilities, which are a key part of this.
The residents were amazingly hospitable – to an invading gang of scythers  allowing us the run of the
communal facilities in Cole Street Farmhouse for the weekend – Great venue, Great people and Great memories.
Thank you!
The meeting part of the gathering on Saturday afternoon was timed to start at 2pm and finish by 6pm, in time
for a winter gathering meal – provided by the Threshold Centre residents. But nobody is perfect! And the
meeting overran a little. Yes, 4 ½ hours of taking minutes!
(1) Apologies for Absence 

Steve Tomlin, Simon Fairlie, Gill Barron

(2) Minutes of the last gathering and matters arising  The minutes of the last winter meeting were
accepted unanimously. There were no matters arising.
(3) Committee members and executives – The Role of Safety Advisor was discussed having been raised at
the AGM by Simon Fairlie. Simon Damant is currently the Safety Advisor and Jez indicated he would be
willing to take over provided that Simon Damant was happy with that – Action Jez to discuss with Simon
D.
(4) Membership and Treasurer’s Update – Chris gave a short summary of the financial position upto 31st
December which remains healthy. As expected the level of income from subs has fallen as payment is no
longer required for continuing membership. The change in bank account is still in progress. The provision
of a Nochex (alternative to paypal and cheaper) website payment button is underway – Action Chris to
implement (subsequently completed ).
Membership update. GDPR issues – has proven to be a mammoth issue for many small organisations. SABI
is broadly compliant and there will be some small and subtle changes to the website and leaflet wording to
bring things into line. Offers were made to help – Chris is happy to progress this and will ask if he needs
to delegate (Action Chris to progress).
Phil Batten will look at the rejigging of the flyer which is sent out with scythe kits. (Action Phil and
Michelle).
(5) Annual review of aims and way forwards.
Regional Coordinators – This needs to be reviewed. A list of current nominated coordinators needs to be
maintained and the wording checked to make sure that no one is expecting proactive contacts. The
regional coordinators exist as a point of contact for scythers in their area and can help to disseminate
information on events and activities as well as bringing mowers and opportunities to mow together.
(Action Mary Ellis/ Richard Brown  to check wording and maintain list)
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Facebook Group – about 100 more members than last year. Group is open to all, joining requires only an
answer to the question – What is your interest in scything? No serious issues so far. Keep it rolling.
The Windrow – There will be no Windrow without Copy. Colin needs your Copy!! Human interest stories
are as welcome, if not more, than an expert debate. A list of topics was suggested (Action  Mary Ellis to
forward the list of topics to all attending the meeting  done)
Action ALL – to provide a short human interest article
Younger Generation (not just Children but younger adults as well)
The difficulties of running a children’s course at the GSF – after the course in 2018 – were discussed. The
number of distractions and other activities going on making it very difficult to run a course with children
of varying ages and abilities. The point was made (David) that we will be missing an opportunity if we
don’t do something to encourage and promote scything for the younger generation at the GSF.The
possibility of running something like a ‘haveago’ taster session instead of a formal course was mooted. It
was not clear who would run this on the day.
Festivals for 2019
Wimpole 22/23rd June
Northern Championships 6/7th July – Mow on Saturday, 1 day event on Sunday.
Peak Event 20th July – very small event, still in planning.
Shropshire 6th July?  probably not a Stiperstones this year.
[6] AOB
Teaching – Jez expressed concern at the number of poorly trained scythers he encounters.
The Green Scythe Fair – a long discussion which addressed changes to the GSF layout for 2019, the
proposed LandWorkers Alliance event – and Simon’s desire, expressed at the AGM, to step back from the
organisation of the scythe events at the GSF.
Changes to the Site layout
Following the popularity of the event in 2018 – leading to a capacity crowd and the need to shut the gates
causing local traffic jams – big changes have been made to the organisation of the site, parking and access.
Chris described the changes as they will affect the scythe events – mainly the move of the main carpark to
the next field allowing some stalls to be moved from the willow walk and entrance avenue to the other side
of the willows which had been access and carparking. This should greatly alleviate pressure of time and
space upon the setup and preparation of the scythe arena.
A proposal from the LandWorkers Alliance (LWA) was being considered by the GSF committee for a 2 day
event of workshops and courses for around 200 people on the Friday and Saturday prior to the GSF.
Although there was lots of support for the LWA and its aims (with members of the LWA at the meeting )
it was not clear what the proposed event would contribute to the GSF, which takes place on the Sunday, or
how it would be managed. The meeting felt very strongly that this was a much larger and longer event
than previous LWA activities at the GSF – which had themselves not been adequately managed and had
impacted the setup and preparation of the scythe arena in previous years. Such a large event would not be
appropriate without additional management – and the setup of the GSF and associated scythe event
already relies upon a very few volunteers working extremely hard.
The meeting unanimously decided to ask Richard, Mary, Chris and Mark to write a letter from SABI to the
GSF committee (with the next meeting of the GSF committee only 10 days away) expressing the concerns
of the meeting.
Jim suggested, and the meeting agreed with no objections, that the letter should state that SABI would
consider withdrawing its support for the GSF if the LWA event was to be held as described by Chris and
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Jez.
Action – Richard, Chris, Mary and Mark – to draft letter to be sent to the GSF committee before the next
meeting  completed)
(N.B. Subsequently – Herbi, Chair of the GSF committee replied to Richard, thanking SABI for the
thoughtful way in which the issues were expressed and the GSF and LWA scaled back the proposal to a
one day event as in previous years. More recently the LWA have decided not to proceed with an event at
this years GSF).
GSF Scythe Event organisation – At the discussions following the 2018 AGM Simon Fairlie expressed a
desire to step back from the organisation of the scythe events at the GSF. SABI has no direct role in the
GSF except that of providing general support, as for all festivals, and holding the AGM in the Scythe
Tent. In recent years a small team of volunteers has taken on a lot of the organising of the arena and
events and this, together with the relationship to the GSF, now needs to be formalised. Most of those
involved in the organisation of the scythe events at the GSF were at the meeting and after some discussion
of improvements it was agreed to continue this work between the GSF Scythe Team and Simon Fairlie
upon his return (Action : GSF Scythe Team – Chris, Mark, Jim, Mary, Beth, David et al).
Team Mowing Trophy – The Team Mowing event at the GSF suffers for a number of reasons. Mark
proposed that SABI should provide a cup for the event – the SABI Team Mowing Trophy. This was passed
unanimously by the meeting (proposed Chris/Seconded Richard). Action Mark to contact Simon F to
discuss provision of a Team Trophy – possibly by John Fenn.
Sunday Facilities – It was agreed that access to necessary facilities – particularly food, drinks and loos –
can be a big problem for those running the events and also competitors – who cannot take time off and join
queues. The provision of some level of facility for organisers and competitors is important.
[10] DONM The Ninth AGM of the Scythe Association of Britain and Ireland will be held in the Scythe
Tent at the Green Scythe Fair on Saturday 9th June 2019.
The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to Chris (and the Threshold Center residents) for hosting the Winter
Gathering.

From the Editor
My grateful thanks to all those who contributed articles for this issue, please keep them coming.
Also thanks to those who did the proof reading whom i could not do without!
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